
WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – June 3rd, 2019 

Waupaca County Courthouse – Room 1068 
 

Chair McClone called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Joe McClone, Vice-Chair Fred Zaug, and Supervisor Pete Bosquez present.  Also present:  
Supervisor Bob Ellis, Kay Ellis, Diane Forsythe, Greg Piotrowski, Regina Piotrowski, Ryan Brown, and John 
Francis. Supervisors Kevin Will and Jack Spierings were absent. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Zaug, seconded by Bosquez to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Bosquez, seconded by Zaug to approve the May 7th, 2019 
minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  McClone opened the meeting for public comment, the only requests to 
speak were in regards to agenda items.  McClone stated that he will allow them each to speak during those 
items.  Francis handed out a letter from one of the Dake Lake launch neighbors for the Committee to review 
regarding the proposed dock at the landing.  There was no other correspondence. 
 
Boarding Dock for Dake Lake Landing:  McClone explained that each person that wished to speak on the 
topic would be allowed three minutes. 
 
Greg Piotrowski – Dake landing neighbor.  Stated that the site was too small for a dock.  He said it would be a 
safety issue as people have a hard time backing down the narrow access now and with a dock to avoid at the 
end, there would be issues.  He said that a permanent dock would have problems with the ice as his 
permanent dock is regularly lifted by the ice.  People would bump his boat if they were to tie up to the end of 
the proposed dock.  He is concerned about trespassing on his property and relayed a story about a local 
person that used his dock several times before having the Sherriff’s Office called on them.  He handed out 
pictures and explained them to the Committee showing how tight the space is now when people are launching 
larger boats and pointed out that there would be almost no room for error if there was a dock in there.  The 
Committee asked him a few questions to clarify things. 
 
Robert Ellis – County Board Supervisor and Chairman of the Lake Protection District stated that the dock 
would make no sense and was not needed.  There are other launches with docks on the Chain that can be 
used if a dock is needed.  The site is too narrow for a dock.  He said it was time to put this issue to rest for 
good so that it can’t be brought up again at another meeting. 
 
Kay Ellis – Agreed with the previous two speakers.  Stated that she had measured several ski boats (8.5’ to 9’ 
wide) and some pontoons (11’ 2” wide), there just is not enough room for a dock.  She also requested that this 
issue be put to rest. 
 
Diane Forsythe – There is not enough room to park at the site.  There are many inexperienced boaters having 
trouble backing into the launch as it is, the dock would make it more difficult.  It is a safety issue and a bad 
idea. 
 
There was some discussion among the Committee, the pictures of the ramp in use really made an impact on 
everyone’s perception of available space at the site.   
 
Motion by Zaug, seconded by Bosquez to not put a loading dock at Dake Lake Landing as there is not room.  
Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Gill’s Landing – Update on Picnic Shelter and the Flood Zone:  Francis handed out a letter he is planning 
to send to the Planning and Zoning Committee regarding the picnic shelter and explained why it was being 
done.  The letter will serve as a notice to them that the Parks Department intends to remove the shelter and 



the two concrete slabs this summer when conditions are more favorable.  There was some discussion about 
the process.  Brown explained the differences between the rules the County must follow verses what Cities 
must comply with as they have “home rule” which gives them more flexibility when it comes to shore-land rules.  
He also explained what would happen if the County chose to not follow State law with flood-plain and shore-
land issues.  This could include the County losing its certification and thus there would be no flood insurance 
available.  This would impact property sales as banks will not lend money without the insurance.  He also 
explained what would happen if the Zoning Department had to take action against the Parks Department if the 
issue went unresolved.  There was some discussion on this and what options are available to make the landing 
usable to the public. 
 
Director Report:  Francis reported that there is $55,000+ in grant money available to use at Gill’s Landing 
next year.  He stated that the parking lot needed some repairs/repaving and this would be a way to help that 
along but it would have to be funded 50% by capital funds.  There was some discussion and Francis said it 
would have to be discussed and approved as part of the 2020 budget cycle.  Francis said they are at full 
staffing and mowing like crazy.  He also said they will be replacing the playground equipment at Little Wolf 
Park and the Fairgrounds this summer. 
 
Parks Tour: 

 Nelson Park Restroom – This restroom is to be replaced this year, working on permit process now. 

 Crystal River Site – Talked about future development and the transition work to be done at the river’s 
edge when the water level goes down. 

 Fairgrounds – Looked at the Hog/Sheep Barn extension project, milk parlor upgrades, and the new 
camping area. 

 Gill’s Landing – Talked about the area around the shelter building/sea-wall and the parking lot. 

 Camp Vic-To-Rae – Discussed options for future use. 
 
Upcoming Meetings:    The next meeting is scheduled for 9:00 am on July 2nd, 2019 at the Courthouse.   
 
Adjourn:  Motion was made by Bosquez, seconded by Zaug to adjourn.  Motion carried without a negative 
vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


